WELCOME TO OLD CAPISTRANG, HOME OF THE
" JEWEL OF THE MISSIONS" LOCATED IN THE CENTER
OF SOUTHERM CALIFORMIA ALONG THE GOLD COAST,
JUNIPERD SERRA FOUMDED MISSION SAMN JUAMN
CAPISTRAMO IM 1776, THE SEVYENTH OF 21
TSPANISH MISSIONS ESTABLISHED IN CALIFORMIA BY
FRANSCICAN PADRES. SPAIN CONTROLLED
CALIFORMIA UNTIL 1B21 WHEN MEXICO WON ITS
INDEPENDENCE. |M 1845, THE MISSION WAS SOLD
TO DoM JuaM FoRSTER For 5710, PAID FOR 1IN
VHIDES AND TALLOW. PRESIDENT ABRAHAM LINCOLN
RETURMED THE MISSION TO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH
IM 1865, THIS RURAL FARMIMNG AND BRAMNCHIMG
COMMUMITY, POPULATION 33,000, HAS BEEN THE
CEMTER OF ORAMGE COUMTY ART, LIVIMNG HISTORY
AND CLULTURAL CELEBRATION FOR OVER 200 YEARS.

YWITHIN THE MISSIOMN WALLS LIES THE MYSTERIOUS

RUINM OF THE GREAT STOMNE CHURCH. THIS
MAGHIFICENT ROMAN GRECO STYLE CATHEDRAL OMNCE '
ROSE HHEH IM THE CALIFORMLA YWILDERMESS UNTIL IT
WAS DESTROYED OMLY SIX YEARS AFTER IT'S
COMPLETION IM THE EARTHQUAKE OF 1812. MaNY OF
THE FORTY PARISHIONERS WHC PERISHED IH THE
RUBBLE ARE BURIED IN THE MiEsIoH CEMETERY,

SIM YEARS AFTER THE TRAGEDY, IM THE EARLY

MORNING oF DECEMBER 14, 1818, THE MISSIGN WAS
RAMSACKED BY PIRATES IN A SURPRISE ATTACK BY
HirpolyTE BOUCHARD AKND HIS PIRATE CREW WHO
HAD DROPPFED ANCHOR IM SAN JUAN BAY IN SEARCH
OF PLUNDER!

ToDAY, THE MISSION SAM JUAM CAPISTRAMNO IS A
PLACE OF PEACE AMD UMSURPASSED BEAUTY, ITS
GARDENS A HAVEN FOR LADY BUGS, HUMMING BIRDS
AND THE FAMOUS SWaLLOWS OF CAPISTRANG WHO

| ARRIVE EVERY SPRING TO MEST AND HAVE THEIR
TOUMG. RETURNING TO ARGENTINA IN THE AUTUMN.
THE ROMAMNCE OF EARLY CALIFORNIA IS ALIVE AS YOU
SHARE THE HISTORIC STREETS WITH PIRATES AND
PaDres, LORDS AND LADIES, RANCHEROS AND THE
ACJACHEMEM NATION,. THE NATIVE POPULATION WHO

LABORED WITH THE SPANISH TC BUILD THE MISSION
ARD ORHOE ALOHRE IMHABITED THE CAPISTRARD WVALLEY.
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